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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, Applicants are enclosing an 
Information Disclosure Citation Form (PTO-1449) which lists the references cited in the 
European Search Report issued for corresponding European Appln. No. EP 02 00 1021 dated 
October 1, 2003. U.S. Patent No. 5,885,743 is a family member of U.S. Patent No. 6,017,670. 

Applicants certify under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1) that all documents submitted herewith 
were first cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Statement. Accordingly, 
Applicants submit the fee pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(d) to obtain the Examiner's consideration 
of all documents listed in this Information Disclosure Statement. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited documents be considered by the Examiner in 
the above-identified patent application and that the cited documents be made officially of record 
therein. It is further requested that a listing of the same appear on the face of any patent which 
may issue fi-om this application. 
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A FINAL Official Action on the merits has issued for this application. In accordance 
with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), Applicant attaches a check for $180 in payment of 
the requisite fee (37 C.F.R §1.17(p)). 



Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 




Michael A. Makuch, Reg. No. 32,263 
1850 M Street, NW, Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 263-4300 
Facsimile: (202) 263-4329 

Date: October 31, 2003 
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Patent Abstracts of Japan, Vol. 014, No. 088, February 19, 1990 & JP 01 297657, November 30, 
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1993 'abstract* 




AP 






AO 




EXAMINER: 


DATE CONSIDERED: 


'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



